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Creation of this modern seven-level apartment building,

located in historical Riga Old Town, was a challenge in both
architectural and visual aspects. The design of the building

was developed after winning an international architectural
competition where participants were given the task of creating
a new, high-quality, multi-story apartment block that would

be contemporary architectural design yet complement the
historic buildings of its location. The solution to establish a

new supplement to the historical square that includes some of
the most significant buildings in city had to be both visionary
and respectful of cultural he se. The Famous neighbors of the
new building are St. Peter’s Church, a magnificent landmark of
gothic architecture, 8t. John's Church, the oldest church in Riga,
and the white dolomite walls of the oldest brick building in
town, now home for the Museum of Decorative Arts and Design.
Due to the economic meltdown in Latvia, the project had to be
frozen for a while, but it gave architects time to re-think and try
out many design ideas and variety of materials. The architects
prefer to be closely engaged with all the phases of completing

a project, so after construction was finally started, the site

was visited daily to review every development. It was decided

to use red brick that harmoniously tunes in the ensemble of
surrounding buildings, and accent it with a slightly asymmetric
chess-hoard pattern of black metal balconies and windows. After
the structural walls were ready, brick samples were placed in
window opening to examine the real-life view, in daylight and
at night. Brick samples were also tested for temperature, since
Latvian winters can be quite rough - sometimes down to -35°C.
The facade was not to remain plain, and after numerous
versions, the architects decided to develop idea of using the
shadowy silhouette of Bremen musicians - a bronze sculpture
from Riga’s twin city Bremen. A sculpture depicting a donkey,
dog, cat and rooster is located in the square in front of the
building. A slightly abstract graphic silhouette of the sculpture,
created by the brick pattern, interrupts regularity and gives
building an extraordinary and modern dimension. A seamless
glue technique was used in the construction of the hanging brick
facade, allowing the graphic to be undisturbed by connecting
SEamS.

The outline of the seven-story building replicates the outline of
the historic building that once stood on this plot. The courtyard
is paved with historic granite cobble stones discovered during
architectural research.

Each of the six apartments is designed to have an exclusive
270-degree view, and the top floor apartment has a terrace with
a splendid view over Old Town. The building won the highest
recognition in the Latvian Architecture Awards competition

in 2015, and stands as one of the most interesting modern
buildings in the historical Old Town,
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pp. 92-93: General view from thi
south. Photo by Karlis Jounromang
Opposite: Close up view of the s
The spire in the background is the
tonwer of St. Peter’s Chuerch. Photo 1§
Martins Jaunrormans.
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